
  

Dear Bancroft Families,

One goal for our students is that they will 
become independent and critical readers. As 
educators, we can’t stress enough the value of 
reading — and parents reading with their children. 
Reading is important because it develops the mind 
and helps it grow. Reading is essential to your 
child’s success. Reading books with your child helps 
develop and improve vocabulary, thinking skills, 
stress reduction, memory, writing and concentration. 

It can also help develop empathy, social perception and emotional 
intelligence.
We believe students should experience the following high-quality elements 
of instruction every day to help them become successful, engaged readers. 
Each of these elements can be practiced at home as well!

• Every day, every child reads something they choose.
• Every child reads accurately.
• Every child reads something they understand.
• Every child writes about something personally meaningful.
• Every child talks with peers about reading and writing.
• Every child listens to a fluent adult read aloud.
• Every day, ALL students think of themselves as literacy 

scholars.
Reading helps develop the whole child. READ! READ! READ!
Respectfully,
Diego De Paz
Principal
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Mark Your Calendar

Fri., Nov 4- No School- End of Quarter 1 

Sun., Nov 6- Daylight Savings Ends 
        Turn clocks BACK one hour 

Tues., Nov 8- ElecAon Day 

Mon., Nov 14- Flu Shot Clinic- 3-7pm 

Mon., Nov 14- PTO MeeAng 5:30 

Nov. 14- 18 American Indian Awareness 
& Involvement week- More info to come! 

Tues., Nov 15- Spirit Boy Drum & Dance 
Troupe Performance 9:30 

Thurs., Nov 17- Turkey Bingo! 5:30-7pm 

Nov. 23-25- No School- Thanksgiving 
Break

Next Tuesday, Nov. 8 is election day. 
Bancroft will be a polling location. 
School will continue as normal but 
please read on the next page to learn 
about our adjusted pick-up procedure. 

Our students will also be participating! 
Bancroft students will experience the 
democratic process and cast their own 
ballot in their classrooms!

http://www.bancroft.mpls.k12.mn.us
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IB UPDATE: How do YOU say “Hello”?

One of the attributes of the IB Learner Profile is 
COMMUNICATOR. When we are 
communicators, we express ourselves 
confidently and creatively in more than one 
language and in many ways. We collaborate 
effectively, listening carefully to the perspectives 
of other individuals and groups. 

As an IB school we value communicating in more than one language!   
Did you know that there are more than 15 languages spoken by the families at 
Bancroft? Wow! Multilingualism is something that we celebrate. Our languages 
express our identity, value our cultures and promote international-mindedness.

We are committed to learning a second language in school. Our students 
are experiencing Spanish as the world language we offer, but learning a 
language does not stop there! We encourage all of our families to support 
developing language at home – whatever language you speak!

What can you do?
 READ EVERY DAY - IN ANY LANGUAGE!

Did you know that our library has books in English, Spanish, Somali, Arabic 
and Ojibwe? Come check them out!

Research shows that children who read - and are read to - in their 
native language will have an easier time learning to read in English!  

Here are some tips for helping your child with reading when you speak 
another language at home. These can be used for any language.  

• Read books in your native language with your child on a daily basis 

• Talk about the stories you have read together 

• Play rhyming games and singing songs in your native language

• Encourage your child to write in your native language

• Have print material around your house in your native language, 
such as books, magazines, and newspapers 

• Expose your child to games, puzzles, and music in your native language

• Encourage your child to use your native language to tell stories 

• Expand your child’s vocabulary in your language by teaching them new 
words, and naming objects, and helping them improve pronunciation. 

DEVELOP LANGUAGE 
SKILLS AT HOME!

The PTO is your  
family-school 
Connection!

 Next PTO Meeting: Monday, 
11/14 at 5:30pm

Tuesday, Nov. 8 is election 
day and this year our gym 
will be used for voting- 
being accessed by Door 7 on 
14th Ave. That means we 
will need to adjust our 
afternoon routine. 

All families that normally 
pick up at Door 7 will need 
to pick up their students 
from Door 10 or the parking 
lot. I recognize this will 
increase the amount of 
traffic and congestion in the 
parking lot, so I thank you 
in advance for your grace 
and patience.  

Additional information will 
be sent to families on 
Monday, Nov. 7. The safety 
of our students is our top 
priority and we will do our 
best to keep school running 
as usual!

http://www.bancroft.mpls.k12.mn.us

